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Minutes: Area Meeting: 23.01.21 via Zoom 

21.01.01: Friends Present 

All our Meetings are represented  

38 Friends are present 

The Trustee present is Gavin Mendham 

The Accompanying Elder is Peter Eccles 

21.01.02: Reading from Q F & P: Part of section 12.01 'Caring for one 

another' from QF&P was read during our opening worship. 

21.01.03: Caring for Friends: We have heard the names of Friends 

who are in our thoughts. We ask our Assistant Clerk, Anne Sumner and 

Sally Mendham to write to them on our behalf. 

We ask all our meetings to be especially mindful of the need to support 

one another during the Covid 19 epidemic. 

21.01.04: Death of Margaret Kelly, Disley Meeting 

We have received the following Minute from Disley Meeting for Business 

held on 10th January 2021: 

“We record with sadness the death of Margaret Kelly on December 12th 

2020.  Margaret had been involved with our Meeting some years ago but 

latterly has been in a Care Home in New Mills.  We have fond memories 

of Margaret’s time in the Life of Disley Meeting”.  

Margaret was 82 years old.  

21.01.05: Death of William Rowley, Frandley Meeting 

We have heard from Andrew Backhouse of the death of William Rowley, 

Area Meeting Clerk in the 1980’s and a Member, once, of Frandley 

Meeting.  William died from heart trouble and Covid 19 on 10th January 

2021. 

21.01.06: Nominations 

Cheadle Hulme Meeting has forwarded the name of Peter Eccles to 

serve on Area Meeting Nominations Committee from January 2021 to 

December 2023.  

We accept this name and Peter is duly appointed. 

Paul Harrison a Member of Frandley Meeting has asked to be released 

from serving as an Elder until 2022. (if approved): We accept his request 

to terminate his period of service. 
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21.01.07: Meeting for Sufferings Report 

Report from Jacqui Moore (circulated and attached) 

We have had our attention drawn to the difficult financial situation of 

BYM. 

After some discussion on the MFS report on racism, we agree to hold an 

AM wide meeting for learning on this topic and ask our Elders to arrange 

a Zoom meeting at a future date. 

We thank Jacqui for her report. 

21.01.08: Treasurer’s Report and Budget 

Peter Eccles:  Finance issues 2020 (Report and Budget circulated) 

Because of the restrictions of Covid 19 we have not spent the usual 

amount on AM events and activities. We therefore agree to send money 

to the following Quaker bodies: 

Britain Yearly Meeting - £2,500 

Woodbrooke - £1,000 

Yealand - £200 

We will ask Local Meetings for a reduced sum in 2021 of £8,000 

We thank Peter for his report and especially for his years of service as 

AM Treasurer. 

21.01.09: Tabular Statement 

Denise Renshaw: (Report and Statement for 2020 attached) 

We remind Friends of the importance of continuing to obtain consent to 

go on the AM database and in LoMA. When our young Friends reach the 

age of 18, they need to give their permission to go on the data base and 

in LoMA. We also remind Friends of the importance of safely destroying 

old paper copies of LoMA and saving safely the online version which will 

be sent out soon. 

We discussed falling numbers among the Society of Friends, and 

several suggestions were forthcoming. We could increase our support 

for the existing outreach in our local universities and colleges, perhaps 

by distributing literature in halls of residence, and a presence at 

Freshers Week events. We will ask Rin Molton of Frandley meeting if 

they would like to speak to us about current Quaker involvement among 

Young Friends. 
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It was suggested that we might best put our efforts into the 50% of the 

population aged between 20 and 50. 

We thank Denise for her report. 

21.01.10: Trustees Report 

Gavin Mendham: “Sustainability – please could Minute 10 from 

December 7th Trustees Meeting be read, and time for discussion be 

allowed.” 

    10.  Carbon Footprints of our Meeting Houses and sustainability:- 

We have discussed the implications of using our resources held within 

Area Meeting Accounts in a bold way.  We are encouraged to consider 

projects which will have a significant impact on fossil fuel consumption 

and energy generation to combat the changing climate of our world.  We 

therefore ask all Local Meetings to consider this seriously.  We are 

asked to “be patterns and examples.” 

We could produce a “Green Plan” for each of our buildings to reduce 

energy consumption, taking professional advice where appropriate. 

We ask Local Meetings and individual Friends to forward any ideas and 

suggestions to AM Clerk of Trustees, Gavin Mendham, before the end of 

February. 

Gavin’s email is gavin.mendham@yahoo.com 

21.01.11: Children’s Meetings during 2020 

We have received reports from Disley and Frandley Meetings on the 

Children’s Meetings during 2020, which are attached to the minutes. 

We suggest that the reports could be in the next AM Newsletter. 

21.01.12: AM Zoom Pantomime on 2.01.21:   

The link to the recording of the pantomime has been circulated to Local 

Meetings. It is also available to watch on the AM website. 

78 Friends watched the pantomime live on Zoom. 

We thank all the Friends who participated in the pantomime, “Bubbles in 

the Wood”, and who worked so hard to make it a success and a 

pleasure to watch. 

21.01.13: Area Meeting Weekends: 2021 & 2022 

Hilary Brooks, Peter Eccles and Jill Maguire:  Glenthorne, October 15th -

17th 2021. This date is booked, and further information will be sent out 

nearer the time. 

mailto:gavin.mendham@yahoo.com
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We need to book somewhere for 2022 and would like to suggest a 

weekend at Woodbrooke. Would Friends be interested in a city break for 

a change? 

If you have any other suggestions please let the Clerks know. 

21.01.14: Safeguarding Adults at Risk of Harm: Webinar on 11th 

February 2021 

We appoint Sue Pounder to attend this and ask her to report to March 

AM. 

21.01.15: Annual Duties and Outward Affairs 

All Meetings have confirmed that they have verified that they have 

fulfilled their annual duties as follows: 

Local Meetings were asked to report to our January meeting on how 

they have managed their annual duties, through COVID constraints this 

year. These duties include the regular and right holding of Meetings for 

Worship, making use of the Advices and Queries and the reading of the 

Epistle from BYM, the holding of regular meetings for church affairs and 

compliance with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 

 

 

Signed:   

Hilary Brooks, Clerk 

 

 

Notices:   

Will Local Meetings please note minutes nos 21.01.3, 21.01.9, 

21.01.10, 21.01.13 

Elders please note minute 21.01.7  

Regional Gathering – Saturday 27th March on Zoom 

It will take a further look at Quakers and Time - no absolute title yet, but 

we learnt that there was much to explore in the topic last time so 

probably something like Quakers and More Time. It will be in the 

morning from 10 like last time we expect - please tell your local Friends 

and put it in the diary. It was good to get nearly 90 people of a wide 

variety of ages there last time, and we hope again to make it fairly all 

age. 
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Reports from Elders and Overseers: 

Please will Es&Os consider sending a report on their meetings for next 

AM? 

 

Quaker Nationwide Day of Healing – Saturday 6th March 2021  

11am-1pm:  A Meeting for Worship for Healing   Further details:    

www.quaker-healing@gmail.com 

 

Report to ECAM on MfS held on zoom 5th December 2020 

Young People’s Participation Day 

Twenty-nine young people joined the opening and closing sessions of this MfS. In the opening 

session we broke into small groups to share a personal experience of being a Quaker. In the final 

session we reflected on ‘A Quaker response to racism’ – which was the focus of the young peoples’ 

programme and the afternoon session of this MfS. 

Nominations 

Brenda Crothers was released from service as ECAM’s Alternate Representative to MfS and Sally 

Mendham was appointed as our Alternate. 

It has been good to share the work on MfS with Brenda, and to discuss the agenda items for this MfS 

with both her and Sally. 

BYM Trustees 

Trustees and BYM Treasurer, Linda Batten, updated us on the latest financial position. A deficit of 

£3million is expected this year, necessitating a reduction of £2 million in our reserves. Savings are 

being made, including that 31 staff have taken voluntary redundancy. 

MfS endorsed plans to explore how the relationships between BYM Trustees and AM Trustees might 

be strengthened and simplified, through memorandums of understanding. This will have 

implications for the differing charitable statuses of Area Meetings. 

Minutes from Area Meetings 

Governance and the relationships of central bodies to each other and to Area Meetings was also 

raised by two Minutes from Area Meetings. 

 MfS noted that there is quite a lot of ongoing work being currently undertaken on these issues. 

However, the issues of co-ordination and of how MfS can properly exercise its increasing role in the 

oversight of key aspects of business were stressed as needing particular attention. 

Devon AM sent a minute calling on individual Friends to lobby their pension providers to divest from 

companies engaged in the production and /or distribution of fossil fuels. 

Yearly Meeting 2021 

 I had hoped it might be possible to delay the decision on the form of Yearly Meeting (YM) 2021. 

However, we were advised that the financial risk of doing so was too great. 

http://www.quaker-healing@gmail.com
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The plans are for YM 2021 to be held virtually between the 31st July and 8th August. YM business will 

be on the two weekends. It is hoped that some ‘blending’ might be possible, perhaps by AMs 

participating together if restrictions allow. 

The themes will be inequality and sustainability. 

Quaker World Relations Committee (QWRC) 

We were able to participate in an optional, very informative, zoom session with QWRC on the 

previous Monday evening. 

 

QWRC has two major purposes 

• Enriching understanding between British Friends and Friends worldwide 

• Engaging Quakers in Britain in Quaker issues and concerns around the globe 

 It is perhaps in international matters that the pandemic has had an ‘upside’. We heard how the use 

of zoom and virtual links had enabled much greater participation, and deeper and richer connections 

between Quakers in different countries for mutual learning, collaboration and sharing. ‘In person 

visitation’ is still important but the possibilities of ‘online’ intervisitation, activities and sharing will 

continue and be explored further. 

Racism 

Edwina Peart, BYM’s Diversity and Inclusion Officer introduced this. She suggested Three Stages in 

addressing racism – Learning, Acknowledging and Action. 

• Learning – that Quakers were involved in slavery as owners and overseers, as well as in its 

abolition 

 

• Acknowledging – that wounds exist, slave traders are often remembered as benefactors. 

What has been the source of wealth? (£20 million was paid to British people as 

compensation for their slave ownership under abolition agreements, only paid off in 2015!) 

 

• Action – How do we dismantle institutional racism within Quakers and Society? 

                Based on our testimonies, what is our vision for this work? 

These questions reminded me of the denial, pain and affirmation involved in considering the 

position of women in society at a Yearly Meeting about thirty-five years ago. I raised my concern for 

the consideration of equality issues within ‘Black Lives Matter’ – particularly the need to 

acknowledge the different experiences and position of black women. 

BYM Trustees reported that in exit interviews black staff at Friends House had commented that they 

were assumed not to be Quakers because they were black. 

Perhaps in ECAM we should reflect on Friends General Conference Epistle of the 2020 Virtual Pre-

Gathering of Friends of Color and their families  

‘What is the Spirit leading me to do about the historic and ongoing racial pandemic across my 

meeting, my community, my work environment and my country’. 

Matters for ECAM 

Friends may wish to consider further the implications of racism. 

 

Jacqui Moore  
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ECAM MfS Representative 

January 2021 

 

 

Frandley LM Children and Young People’s Meetings 

 

Frandley Local Meeting has been maintaining Children’s Meeting through all the ups and downs of 

the pandemic. In March, when our main meeting went on-line for the first time, we made the 

decision to have the CYP meeting on Saturday mornings but then, when break-out rooms were 

established, we were added to the main meeting on Sundays in a break-out room. The children then 

joined the main meeting for the last 10 minutes or so, as was the practice in former times. For a 

short period last year when restrictions eased up we joined the main meeting face to face at 

Frandley by meeting in various alternative locations around the Meeting House grounds and locality, 

but since late October we have been back on zoom. We held a programmed All- age Worship on 20th 

December with practical activities, readings and carols to sing along with, and an all age party with 

‘zoom games’. 

 

As other meetings will have found, being online, we could attract members from further afield and 

so the Jones grandsons from Chester Meeting have become regular participants. At Frandley we 

have two younger members who are the core group and one young teenager member. Some really 

enjoy the zoom experience but not all do and so this affects attendance. A team of ten adult leaders 

take turns to lead and we always have one other adult helper. Our one older teenager joined in the 

summer adult face-to-face meetings and regularly takes part in a BYM Quaker Youth Group on 

zoom. Patrick and Joy Jones have been regular attendees at the monthly BYM Support Sessions 

webinars for Children and Young People’s meetings and the shared ideas for making the online 

experience as rich as possible have been fed back into our work.  

Disley Children’s Meeting Report for Area Meeting 

We have risen to the challenge of holding children’s meeting on Zoom during 2020 with some 

success. After an initial period of silence in March when lockdown was announced, we decided to 

give Zoom a go feeling that even if it didn’t work that well, something was better than nothing and 

the children probably needed our sessions more than ever during this difficult time. The first couple 

of sessions were a bit shaky but we soon got into our stride and made it work effectively. 

 

We have had a core group of 6 regularly joining. James and Daniel, Charlotte Harrison’s lovely boys 

come to every session and are happy to turn their hand to anything. Beth Lawrence’s three boys also 

dip in and out, less so when it is football season for obvious reasons, but all attend when they can. 

And a friend of theirs, Aidan, has also joined and comes to most sessions bringing a calmness and 

maturity.  He is always keen to fully take part and happy to read a story to the younger ones towards 

the end of a session. 

 

We have also been more recently joined by Jane Stables with her lovely little boy Peter who is 2. 

They live on a barge so reception can sometimes be tricky but we have welcomed them and they 

come as often as they can, or as Peter allows! 

 

So what have we been doing? Well we have done a lot of baking which the children absolutely love. 

We were hesitant about how this would work, but there was no need for that as it works a treat. We 

have made sunshine cookies, butter cookies, muesli cookies and banana and chocolate chip muffins. 
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The meeting is very understanding when we feedback at the end of the session, that we are simply 

practicing our recipes for when we return to the meeting house and can bake for everyone! 

 

We have also done sessions on simplicity and what makes us happy, white poppies and their 

symbolism, understanding slavery and, probably our most successful session, making Christmas 

wreaths, some of which you can see below.  

 

At Christmas we were also 

involved in the wonderful Area Meeting Zoom Panto with 

Aidan stealing the show as Greatlocks, Oliver Kerins (a teen from Disley) as Hansel and our very own 

Ann Sumner as Little Red Riding Hood. Much fun was had by all and it was lovely to see the kids get 

stuck into the rehearsals and the costume making ensuring it was as funny as possible. The live 

performance went very well and we hope it spread a little joy and humour at a difficult time for 

many. 

 

In a way Zoom has been a lifeline for so many of us this period and no less so for the children with 

whom it would have been immensely difficult to engage had this platform not been available to us. 

It remains a pleasure and privilege to spend time with the young people of the meeting nurturing 

and developing their sense of community and the light within. 

 

 


