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East Cheshire Area Meeting Minutes 

Held on Sunday 9th May 2021 at 1.45pm 

Blended Meeting at Stockport Meeting House and on Zoom 

 

21.05.01. Friends Present: 23 on Zoom, 10 in the Meeting room 

All our Meetings are represented 

Trustee Present: Gavin Mendham 

Accompanying Elder: Tim Carlisle 

 

21.05.02. Reading from QF&P: During our initial meeting for worship 

paragraph 23:36 was read from Quaker faith and practice. 

 

21.05.03. Caring for Friends:  We have heard the names of Friends 

who are in our thoughts. We ask our Assistant Clerk, Anne Sumner and 

Sally Mendham to write to them on our behalf. 

 

21.05.04. Testimony: We have heard the testimony to the Grace of God 

in the life of David Covell Northrop, which is attached to the minutes 

 

21.05.05. Testimony: We have heard the testimony to the Grace of God 

in the life of Nancy Mottram, which is attached to the minutes. 

 

21.05.06. Nominations Committee:  

Nominations Committee has brought forward the names of Sally 

Mendham of Wilmslow Meeting as our Representative on Meeting for 

Sufferings, and Keith Braithwaite of Marple Meeting as MfS Alternate, 

both to serve from Yearly Meeting 2021 to Yearly Meeting 2024. 

These names are acceptable to Friends and the Clerk will forward these 

names to the Clerk of Meeting for Sufferings. 
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21.05.07. Meeting for Sufferings Report: 

Minute on Assisted Dying – the full minute is on the Quaker website. The 

link is in the report. 

We thank Jacqui Moore for her report which is attached to the minutes. 

 

21.05.08. Treasurers: Report & Annual A/Cs for 2019 

We accept the accounts and agree that the Clerk may sign them on 

completion of the Examiner’s report. We thank our retiring Treasurer, 

Peter Eccles for all his work on our behalf.  

Summer School request for Contribution from AM. We agree to send 

£425 towards the cost of Summer School. 

We also agree to send £250 to Teenage General Meeting. 

 

21.05.09. Quaker Life Representative Council Report: We thank Sue 

Pounder for her report which is attached to the Minutes. 

We hope to take forward some of the issues raised in the report. 

 

21.05.10. Memorandum of Understanding from Wilmslow LM  

We accept this Memorandum of Understanding, which will be signed by 

the Clerk. 

 

21.05.11. Feedback on Meeting with Paul Parker on 27.04.21 – AM 

Minute re ‘Restructuring within BYM – Towards a Simpler Church. We 

thank Paul for meeting with us and we accept his invitation to meet with 

AM on June 6th at 13.45. The Clerk will forward this part of the minute to 

Paul Parker. 

The Clerk’s feedback is attached to the Minute. 
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21.05.12. Feedback on Jan AM Minute: 21.01.09 Tabular Statement: 

– “We could increase our support for the existing outreach in our local 

Universities and Colleges” 

RM of Frandley has spoken to us about “What would help Young 

Friends to stay after 18?” They have some creative ideas and their main 

idea is to set up a Young Friends Regional General Meeting. They ask if 

we will support this initiative financially. We agree to give £200, and we 

agree to be the supporting AM in this initiative. 

We thank R for their report which is attached to the minutes. 

 

21.05.13. Feedback on Regional Gathering: 27.03.21 – ‘About Time to 

be Quiet’ held on 27.03.21 on Zoom. We thank Frances McCann for her 

report, which is attached to the Minutes. 

 

21.05.14.  Feedback on ‘Black Lives Matter’ – Zoom Discussion on 

20.04.21 

We thank Sue Pounder for her report, which is attached to the minutes. 

Future Plans – Ann Lewis and Keith Braithwaite will send out a survey to 

Friends which will ask, among other things, what do you find most 

challenging, and what makes you most uncomfortable when reading the 

report ECAM Wake Up! - Black Lives Matter 

 

Signed Hilary Brooks, Clerk 

 

 

 

 

Notices: 

Frandley Workshop on ‘What Makes us Safe?’ – Rethinking Security – 

on Zoom, 15th May, 10am – 12.30 led by Philip Austin of NFPB & Daniel 

Jakopovich from QPSW Peace & Disarmament Programme.  Book by 

emailing:  frandleyqm@gmail.com 

mailto:frandleyqm@gmail.com
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‘We Cannot walk Alone’ (Martin Luther King): Refugee Week & Great 

Get Together (Jo Cox) Walk in Lyme Park on Sunday 20th June after 

Meeting for Worship at 1.30pm. All welcome.                                   

Email: ann.lewis@live.co.uk  Tel: 01625 562109 

Yearly Meeting Gathering: 2pm 31st July – 2pm 8th August Online 

Junior Yearly Meeting & Young People’s Programme:                     

“2nd – 6th August Online 

(Date for Diary) Regional Gathering on the Environment:  Manchester 

& Warrington Area Meeting – 25th September 2021 – contact Elizabeth 

Coleman 

 

Reports & Documents 
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Testimony:  Nancy Mottram                                                  7 - 8 

Meeting for Sufferings Report                                             9 - 11 
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mailto:ann.lewis@live.co.uk
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Testimony to the Grace of God in the life of David Covell Northrop   

25th January 1928 – 18th November 2018 

David was born in1928 in a farm cottage in Essex that the family shared with 

grandparents.  

 

Primary education was basic, with classes up to 60, but David excelled and obtained 

a scholarship to High School in 1939. His appreciation of poetry and literature was 

kindled in his later school years. He came to recognise the importance of education 

in the development of the individual, as a way out of poverty too, and saw how 

important individual staff could be in this. This was something which was reflected in 

his life and work. His love of music, started through listening to the radio as an 

evacuee, was enhanced by attending free concerts in London during the blitz, and 

continued throughout his life. Even David’s time as a sergeant major in the school 

cadet force, a common feature then, wasn’t wasted: he found unquestioned 

obedience numbing, but said learning to project his voice was useful for later work! 

 

In 1946 a university scholarship enabled David to study Physics at Exeter. As at 

school, the debating society was important to him; he learned to present arguments 

with which he might not agree. The skill of listening carefully to others, absorbing and 

distilling information to assemble an argument in a way which is understood by 

others is what Friends greatly appreciated in his later work with the Society of 

Friends and the local community, and his ministry in Meeting. 

 

While working for the Scientific Civil Service in Hertfordshire, David met Pat, who 

introduced him to Letchworth Quaker Meeting, where he found his spiritual home. 

They were married in 1953 and when their children were born Pat became a full-time 

mother allowing David to continue his work and complete a PhD in 1956.  

 

As a scientist David thought he had always believed in God, without precisely 

knowing what this meant. He felt that there was order and method in the universe 

with everything evolving and changing over time. He rejected the idea of a miracle-

performing God. He felt God had been at the beginning but was a working 

hypothesis which he would hold until something better is found. He could see no 

reason why we humans should have a special relationship with God, but believed we 

have a part to play. An important part of this should be a desire to understand and, 

through it, a desire to make things better, which was at the basis of his living. 

 

He questioned the way the established church had historically assumed the authority 

to make unchallenged pronouncements about ritual and dogma, as with Galileo. 

David saw the Bible as part history, part moral law, part biography and part poetry. 

Moral law, as exemplified in the Ten Commandments, commending behaviour for 

the common good and not penalising those who fail, he felt was central to Christian 

belief and his beliefs. Thus, he found a spiritual home in the Society of Friends, 

where he did not feel bound by a creed and which gave scope for the change and 

growth he was searching for. 
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In 1964 David moved to Manchester University, where planning research went along 

with seeking funding and teaching students. He established close working 

relationships with the manufacturers Ferranti and Philips, making it clear he wouldn’t 

work on military programmes. Remaining at the university until retirement, 

management was not his first choice but when required his style was to include staff 

in decision-making. He took a keen interest in his students, and particularly the 

welfare of overseas students, whom he and Pat would often invite to their home. 

 

In the local Quaker community, they encouraged development of both the social and 

spiritual life of the Meeting.  They shared their love of music through music evenings 

at their house, organised local Meeting weekends at Glenthorne and made the annual 

bonfire party an eagerly anticipated event in the young people’s calendar. David held 

most roles within the Local and Area Meeting. He was keen to help and support others 

in their journeys and development, and many young Friends have expressed their 

gratitude for the support he gave. After people moved to other areas he often 

maintained this contact through correspondence.  

 

Probably his biggest job was to oversee, along with Wilfred Brown, the building of, 

and moving to a new Meeting House. This involved years of careful negotiations with 

the many people involved within and without the Meeting, and needed courage, 

vision and persistence as well as the practical organisational skills.  

 

With retirement David and Pat’s plans were marred by Pat’s diagnosis with 

Parkinson’s Disease. Their plans for travel were brought forward to do as much as 

possible together before it progressed too far. Now David’s skills were turned to the 

care of Pat at home, followed by battles to ensure she had good nursing home care, 

but again working on the community feel of the home by doing gardening and 

showing interest in the individual staff. 

 

Losing Pat, his soul-mate and lifelong companion, was a major blow. Health 

problems and periods of depression were extra challenges for him, but his wisdom, 

ability to listen and assemble a cogent explanation and argument based on 

pragmatism, caring and spirituality were gifts that continued and were shared and 

appreciated by all who knew him. 

 

David particularly liked Advice No 5 in Quaker Faith and Practice. It seems to reflect 

some of the many gifts he gave to others: 
"Take time to learn about other people’s experiences of the Light. Remember the importance 

of the Bible, the writings of Friends and all writings which reveal the ways of God. As you 

learn from others, can you in turn give freely from what you have gained? While respecting 

the experiences and opinions of others, do not be afraid to say what you have found and 

what you value. Appreciate that doubt and questioning can also lead to spiritual growth and 

to a greater awareness of the Light that is in us all." 

We give thanks for the Grace of God as shown in the life of David 

Northrop 
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Testimony to the Grace of God in the life of Nancy Mottram 

25th March 1930 – 25th April 2020 

Born in Rochdale in 1930, Nancy moved with her family to Northern Ireland at the age of 12, 

and later studied History in Belfast. From there, she became a Retail Management Trainee 

in Liverpool. 

Some years later, as a single mother of three, she returned to the North West. Busy, now 

working as a primary school teacher, and living on the Wirral, Nancy felt a wistful yearning 

for “something worthwhile” to become engaged with. In 1967 she was helped through a time 

of despair by neighbours Jean and Malcom Perry. Learning later that they were Quakers, 

she tried out Heswall Meeting, “tiptoeing in hesitantly” but soon finding she was “hooked”. 

She felt blessed and that she had come home. A favourite quotation of hers from Questions 

and Counsel was “when we experience great sorrow or joy, the doors of our spirit are open”. 

In 1972 Nancy met and married Joe; “arguably the best thing she ever did”, and became 

mother of six. Moving to Congleton, she joined Wilmslow Meeting. 

It was during the 1970s that Nancy’s political perspective changed from her earlier 

conservatism, and she became quite politically active. A key focus was on pacifism, and she 

joined and facilitated protests at Aldermaston, Lakenheath, and Greenham Common, and, 

later, pursued a Masters in Peace Studies. Leading trips to Greenham Common, Nancy, in 

her role of ardent campaigner, never minced words and knew much on tactics of non-violent 

direct action. She would urge some to link hands around the fence of the base and sing their 

hearts out, whilst encouraging others to take the more risky step of sitting it out in a certain 

spot waiting to be arrested. Her forthrightness stood the party in good stead on such 

occasions, as did her awareness of each person’s circumstances when considering the 

actions they might take. 

Many Friends have appreciated Nancy’s warmth, wisdom and sense of humour. Nancy was 

very feisty too – a strong driver of things, and could seem a little “holier than thou” at times. 

She was also very caring and aware of people having different paths. When faced with a 

family member deciding to pursue a career in the army, she did not find this easy, but was 

quite clear that these decisions were up to individuals to make and this would not affect their 

relationship, that love was the basis of peace. 

She was a fun person to be with and she and Joe would enjoy Wilmslow Meeting’s social 

events as well as the more serious things she might undertake. She shared a love of 

gardens and their colour with a number of others.  

Nancy held a strong thread to Northern Ireland where she had grown up. In 2005 she wrote 

passionately about a visit to Quaker Cottage, Belfast, and the need for volunteers and 

money to support it. She spoke of the “poverty of spirit” and the “immense depth of 

bitterness and hatred that ran through the generations” that they were contending with. She 

was taken by the way each person’s individuality was respected and how as a result, rather 

than any sense of “doing it wrong”, mothers gained a greater understanding of their personal 

situation and were enabled to discover new and different ways to cope with life’s challenges. 

Nancy spoke of “holy nudges” and “mystical experiences” which had led her to say, like 

Jung, “I don’t have to believe in the God I know”, which wasn’t to say she had stopped 

doubting or growing, or had “become perfect”. She inspired others by her passionate search 
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for the truth and her commitment to living according to her ongoing discoveries. “Whatsoever 

things are true, noble, right, pure…” she thought about such things. 

Although she might have been surprised by it, Nancy is remembered as a Friend with a 

warm personality, a great gift for friendship, who was highly intelligent and shrewd.  

We give thanks for the Grace of God as shown in the life of Nancy 

Mottram. 
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Report to ECAM on MfS held on zoom 10th April 2021 

This was an intense MfS as the main item for discernment was consideration of ‘Assisted Dying’, and 

other important matters central to our organisation and witness. 

BYM Trustees 

BYM Trustees will be bringing the annual accounts to our MfS in July and expect to do more work on 

‘simplification ‘in June. Friends have received a substantial legacy which will mainly be spent, as 

requested, on children, particularly the education of girls overseas. 

Trustees ongoing work on racism was the major issue raised by members of Sufferings. We were 

assured that the external investigation of a staff grievance concerning racism had no findings against 

the Society of Friends, but Trustees are aware that some staff at Friends House have experienced 

discomfort from the attitudes of some visiting Friends. Training, a review of policies and procedures, 

and monitoring, together with further work on Friends’ complex historical relationship with slavery 

are all being undertaken. 

In relation to slavery, the decision to drop the name of William Penn from a room at Friends House 

was queried. Trustees had consulted Friends of colour before making this decision, mindful of the 

public use of Friends House, and we were advised that such matters were not within the remit of 

MfS. However, several Friends thought it would be better to explain rather than expunge his place in 

our history. It was mentioned that few figures from the past fully stand the test of time, particularly 

men in relation to their treatment of women. 

Friends are working with other groups to express their concern and disappointment at the recent 

Government Report on racism. 

Relationship of AM Charities to BYM Charity 

We received a paper requesting a dialogue with AM Trustees over their relationship with BYM 

Trustees. This paper has been passed on to our AM Trustees so we can participate. 

‘Assisted Dying’ 

The current law allows death caused ‘passively’ by the withholding or withdrawing of life-preserving 

treatment with consent: and people can make ‘advance statements ’about what life-preserving 

treatment they might wish to have withheld or withdrawn. It also allows for full use of pain controls, 

even if these might also reduce life expectancy. However, assisting in a death actively - (‘assisted 

dying’, ‘assisted suicide’, and ‘euthanasia’) are against the law in the UK. 

The AM concern from Staffordshire asked Friends to support anyone having the right to request an 

‘assisted death’, whilst the AM concern from North London asked Friends to support ‘assisted death’ 

only for those diagnosed with a life expectancy of under 6 months. (The latter is the position of 

‘Dignity in Dying’ the main campaigning group for legalisation in the UK, Chaired by Molly Meacher, 

an Attender in North London AM). 

Sally and I were invited to participate in a zoom ‘threshing’ session prior to MfS, when the two AMs 

who had brought the concerns presented their reasons and we participated in two of the four 

discussion groups.  We had also been sent detailed papers in advance, detailing the supporting 

documents from Staffordshire and North London and all the feedback from AMs, including any AM 
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Minutes, together with other suggested sources of information, including the first 2021 issue of 

Friends Quarterly.    

The information from AMs and prior discussion groups indicated that Friends were not united in 

their response to these concerns. Nine AMs had responded that they could not find unity, several 

others felt now, with the pandemic, was not the right time for Friends to consider this. One AM 

Minute recorded that the law should not be changed, whilst two AMs supported legal changes with 

safeguards. 

Ministry at MfS reflected the complex, diverse, strongly, and deeply held views of Friends on this 

matter. The Minute (MfS 21/04/10) respected that Friends could not find unity on ‘assisted dying’ 

and that it was not right to impose a ‘Quaker view’ at this time.  However, Friends did want people 

who are dying to have better and more consistent access to good hospice and palliative care, which 

can provide holistic support and expert pain control. 

Use of the term ‘Overseer’ 

MfS received a paper from Quaker Life CC recommending that the term ‘overseer’ be changed, and 

that Meetings should be encouraged to use different terms as soon as possible. 

Originally MfS had hoped BYM could move forward together on this, but no shared language has, as 

yet, been offered. MfS agreed to a period of experimentation until end 2022. It seems important 

that further work and agreement on terms is sought by then to assist the Book of Discipline Revision 

Committee in providing us with shared and understood terms. 

Minutes from AMs 

Manchester and Warrington AM drew our attention to the plight of the Uighur Communities in 

China and asked Friends generally to inform themselves and raise human rights violations with 

others. 

Simplification of central governance structures 

Trustees brought MfS paper 2021/ 04/ 19 to Sufferings. 

 This offered a working definition for a ‘simple structure’ as “the necessary minimum allocation of 

time and resources for Friends to discern how their church should provide spiritual nurture and 

impact on the world, and make that a reality. Each part of the governance system is understandable 

to any Friend and the responsibilities of different parts of the system connect but do not overlap”. 

It offered a vision statement which was amended to read “A Religious Society of Friends whose 

discernment, work and witness are all invigorated by the joyful participation of many Friends 

according to their leadings, gifts, time, and interests”. 

MfS agreed to attend zoom workshops during April and May to explore the points raised in the 

paper, working from first principles. 

NB. Mindful of our AM Minute at our MfB 20th March 2021 (which had been discerned too late for 

this Sufferings) I sent brief details to MfS Clerks in advance of this Sufferings as follow: 

“In essence this (AM) Minute asked for a more measured timescale for deciding on proposed changes 

and expressed a worry that discernment is being compromised by the effects of the pandemic. 
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There was also an underlying concern to maintain the centrality of our ‘faith-based’ approach to 

action in our new structures and to ensure that changes were made with a full appreciation of their 

implications in terms of retention of essential expertise. 

In relation to the papers before this MfS: 

1 – please could Trustees/Recording Clerk clarify 2021-02-03, about the changes under Quaker Life in 

the paragraph “We note that Quaker Life….and the new QPSW strategy”. 

2 – Simplification of Central Governance Paper 

We wonder why such haste in discerning these questions, particularly with the restrictions zoom and 

lack of ‘in person’ meetings imposes on full and deep discernment, communication and participation, 

and community building. 

We note the possibilities of technology in accessing new ways of working and sharing, but see these 

as augmenting, not fully replacing our tried and tested methods of discernment. All risks outlined 

need thorough exploration. 

Please could we have further clarification as to the substance of the proposed workshops, as the 

paper seems only visionary at present”) * 

 

Jacqui Moore, ECAM MfS Representative 

April 2021 

 

*I have now attended the first of the workshops led by 2 Trustees. I also sent them a note in advance 

about the need to test the assumptions in their paper and to use technology to augment, not fully 

replace current methods of discernment. The reply I received agreed with both these points. (I also 

queried the specific inaccurate reference in the Trustees paper, referring to prison chaplains being a 

self-organising group). 
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Quaker Life Representative Council Friday 16th - Saturday 17th April 2021 

'For your comfort and discomfort...' 

Exploring justice, equality and inclusion in ourselves and our Quaker 

communities 

 

Exhale!   

There is nothing scary here… It’s not easy, but there’s nothing to be afraid of.  

Wonderful opening words from Edwina Peart, BYM Inclusion and Diversity 

Coordinator at the start of our first session on Saturday morning.  She urged 

us, as Quakers, to be brave and step into discomfort.  To witness to the truth 

about inequalities in our world – the disproportionate Covid deaths, child 

mortality, imprisonment, economic disadvantage that are the lived experience 

of black people both in the UK and globally.   

 

Open yourself to empathy – find a connection between your own experiences 

and the other’s.  In small groups we reflected on the experience of Shamima 

Begum, the British Asian teenager who went to Syria to join ISIS, and 

considered “What aspects of Shamima and her situation can you empathise 

with?”  Moving from a place of deep, loving connection seemed to allow more 

creative responses and insights. 

 

We learned about the legacy of inequality and injustice that is still part of 21st 

Century life in the Caribbean countries – and the Ten-Point Action Plan for 

Reparatory Justice which was endorsed by Caribbean Heads of Government in 

2014.  Some Friends felt Quakers in the UK should be pushing our government 

for action about this. 

https://caricom.org/caricom-ten-point-plan-for-reparatory-justice/ 

 

For me, the power, anger and dignity of these ten requests spoke deeply.   Can 

we trust that what is asked for is indeed what is needed, and then follow that 

trust and understanding into action? 
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What does it mean to feel safe, welcomed, valued and respected? 

Yvonne Estop-Wood, our afternoon speaker, helped us to think about the 

experiences of transgender people, with the powerful reminder that often ‘to 

be visible means to be vulnerable’.  She outlined the ways in which sex, 

sexuality and gender relate to different aspects of identity, and also the 

distress and discomfort some people feel around their assigned gender.  Trans 

people experience a mismatch between their bodies and their sense of self. 

 

A whole range of things can alleviate this distress – and, although our media 

focuses obsessively on medical interventions, every trans person will have a 

different path.  For many, a medical transition will never be the right step; 

changes in presentation, name, pronouns can be very powerful.  Finding a way 

to ‘live more truthfully’ takes courage, and may come at a price e.g. the ending 

of old friendships and family relationships.  But can also bring new life, healing 

and peace of mind, especially among an accepting and supportive group of 

friends. 

 

I would like to say group of Friends, but sometimes our Quaker communities 

are less inclusive than we would like to think.  Yvonne reminded us that there 

are transgender people among Quakers, some visible and others much less so 

– and that each one of us makes a unique contribution to the Society of 

Friends. There are also transgender people who have not found us yet, but 

would be at home here.    

 

Yvonne guided us carefully through some of the misapprehensions, fears and 

pitfalls that might ‘get in the way’ of welcome and inclusion, and reminded us 

that we each bring our own assumptions, comfort zones and blind spots.   A 

warm and genuine  ‘welcome’ is only the first step to building something more 

long-term and enduring. 

 

Echoing Edwina’s words about empathy as the key to finding connection, 

Yvonne suggested we explore our own experiences of finding a spiritual home 
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– what has made us feel safe, welcomed, valued and respected– and what has 

not? 

 

Justice, equality and inclusion are core values for Friends, and the presence of 

racism and transphobia in wider society and within our Quaker communities 

has implications for us all.  Our individual responses will vary, but let’s keep 

learning together – the reading groups, online sessions, conversations and 

courses all help. 

 

Young Friends General Meeting have prepared a learning resource about 

gender, and I hope ECAM will consider using this in the next few months. 

 

This was an outstanding council; challenging and hard work, but with a real 

sense of a Quaker community and values.  We talked together deeply and 

there was powerful ministry during worship.  I am very grateful for the 

opportunity to attend. 

Sue Pounder 

ECAM Deputy Quaker Life Rep 

3.5.2021 

 

 

Feedback on meeting with Paul Parker 

 

First let me explain what happened to our minute we sent to 

Trustees, MfS and YM arrangements committee. Sadly we are 

too late for the agenda for YM, but we do hope that Trustees 

will bring it up in their report, we are not the only AM to have 

expressed disquiet. Clerk to Trustees has received the minute. 

We expect MfS to look at the whole issue if not in July then at 

their next meeting. 
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Since last AM there have been discussions, Zoom meetings 

and many emails between the group who are involved in 

exploring and trying to understand the decisions being made at 

Friends House. 

 

The restructuring programme for simplification began early in 

2019 with a view to being completed by 2023. Four years 

seems about right for a Quaker discernment process! But then 

came the pandemic, and like all other institutions, we were 

thrown into disarray. Staff were furloughed and a skeleton staff 

worked from home and met on Zoom.  

 

On top of this came a huge deficit in income from the Quiet 

Company (hospitality). The Society has lost £2million at least 

so far. This made restructuring and efficiency more urgent and 

the finish date was brought forward to 2022. Making this 

happen with so many limitations is a huge challenge, and 

communication has perhaps been the most difficult. 

 

We have heard reports of people’s distress, worry, and anger at 

what is happening to them and the effects they see these 

changes having on the Society. On the other hand we have had 

a Zoom meeting with Paul Parker the Recording Clerk who 

agrees that it is a difficult time and that some of the decisions 

will be far reaching and challenging.  

 

So far we have heard that there will be new Local Development 

Workers all around the country supporting AMs and LMs. One 

concern here is that to much will be expected of AMs who are 

already overstretched, and again, too much will be expected of 
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volunteers. Reductions in FH staff throws up concerns that 

some groups and committees won’t have the professional 

support that they need. 

No one likes change, and Quakers do like their traditional ways 

of doing things. Normally there would be lots of meetings, 

opportunities to thrash things out informally over cups of tea, 

much more involvement with staff and committee members 

around the country, and lots of feedback to us at AM level. This 

hasn’t been possible, so Friends are rightly worried about “right 

ordering” and true discernment. There seems to be a loss of 

trust which is devastating, and needs to be addressed urgently. 

 

Paul Parker assured us that the Trustees do practise deep 

discernment and maybe we need to take more heed of that. 

Next week our group is meeting on Zoom with Alison Breadon 

a Trustee from Chester who often worships at Frandley. This 

may help to throw more light on what is happening.  

 

There are some Q&A sessions on this issue with Oliver 

Robertson, Head of Worship and Witness, which are open to all 

Friends. The dates and links are in “Quake”, the online 

magazine. If you do not receive this, ask the Clerk for details. 

 

 

 

To the Clerks, East Cheshire Area Meeting  

The EC CYP Committee request that EC Area Meeting sets up a Young Friends Regional 

Meeting 

We hope this can be considered at May AM; R M would be willing to give some background 

information. 
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From the minutes of the EC CYP Committee 22.04.2021 

 

Following a presentation from R M on behalf of Teenage General meeting the following 

minutes were recorded: 

a) The EC CYP Committee supports the proposal to set up a Young Friends Regional 

Meeting, for 18 – 25year olds in the North West.  Provisionally this would meet for weekend 

gatherings, three times per year, at MHs.  Initially some support from older Friends would 

be needed, and Gill Allcock and Emma Killick will offer this.  We would see East Cheshire 

AM supporting this in much the same way that Wirral and Chester AM support TGM and 

Manchester and Warrington AM support Summer School.  There would be some financial 

support required.  

b) The EC CYP Committee will ask AM to formally agree to setting up a Young Friends 

Regional Meeting, with AM treasurer authorised to support financially e.g. by up to £200.      

Frances McCann, Convenor, EC CYP Committee 

03.05.2021 

WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN YOU’RE TOO OLD FOR SUMMER SCHOOL?  

Notes from On–line chat – RM, JW, LPK, LK  

14.3.21 

Ideas to take forward with ECAM 

1. Could there be a regional Young Friends group?   

• The transition aged 17 or 18 from Summer School/Yealand /Teenage General Meeting 
(TGM) to Young Friends General Meeting (YFGM) is too big for many – YFGM is national not 
regional, and the age range is very big - 18-30 year olds. Many young people (YP 16-17 year 
olds) and young adults (YA ie 18 +) find it too daunting to actually get involved.  

• A zoom YFGM no easier to feel confident to join as a newcomer than a residential weekend  

• Can we not set up a Young Friends Regional meeting (YFRM) for 18-24ish year olds, based on 
the same NW region as TGM and Summer School?  

• First ideas are that it could meet over a weekend around 3 times a year, probably in similar 
venues to TGM e.g. Meeting Houses. Places easily accessible by weekend public transport. 

• The planning committee would be mainly YA but for the first few years they would like adult 
support until it is established and there is a group experience of organising to pass on to 
younger YA as they join. The aim is that the (older) adults would not have to be as involved 
as they are with TGM/Summer School planning, and may not need to be resident, so that it 
is not a huge additional demand on the region’s AMs. 

• R, J, L and L are prepared to be part of the first planning group. If ECAM (and then other 
AMs) are supportive, then we could aim to start it during the 2021-2 academic year, maybe 
after Christmas.  
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• Some thought needs to be given to whether 17 year olds can ever come - advantages that it 
will help them with the transition , disadvantages that as they are not adults then issues of 
parental consent, responsible adults, safeguarding etc need to be worked out. Maybe they 
could come once a year to help with their transition into the new group?  

• First step may be to raise the idea with ECAM CYPC and then maybe can go to ECAM as part 
of responding to the invitation from AM to Rin to speak. Also to talk it over with someone 
from YFGM to find out more about how they do things.  

• It is also hoped that if YFRM gets started this will help YA gain the confidence and networks 
to go collectively to YFGM, so is not meant to be a substitute for YFGM.  
 

 

2.  Keeping in touch with one another between YFRM events   - An ECAM/ regional YP/YA 

WhatsApp group.  

• WhatsApp was agreed to be the most popular way for the 17 – 24 year old group to keep in 
touch with one another 

• Definite enthusiasm for setting up an ECAM/regional YP/YA WhatsApp group for 16/17 – 24 
year olds. One of the YP/YA can set it up and be the administrator. 

• The WhatsApp group would work for disseminating notice of Q. events etc. ECAM (older) 
adults can send someone in the WhatsApp group notices of relevant events etc and then 
they can be sent round by one of the group.  

• News and views about national events eg BYM zoom YP groups,  and international groups eg 
Europe and Middle Eastern Section (EMES) group on-line events for 14-18 year olds can be 
shared this way  

• Emails are often not read by this age group 

3. Meeting for Worship  

• It’s difficult to be involved in LMs after about the age of 14 – many Children’s Meetings cater 
for younger ages.  

• It’s too big a leap to an hour sitting in silence in the main meeting – better if YP/YA can just 
be in MfW for 30 minutes, but may still be dependent on family for transport so have to stay 
at MH for the full session.  

• Zoom MfW is more flexible and relaxed– you can join for less than an hour, read a bit, or get 
up and walk round and re-join. It would be good to keep zoom going after lockdown as a 
way to support transition for YP/YA who don’t yet feel able to join for an hour.  

• MfW outside, as has also happened under covid, has also been good for some YP/YA – easier 
than being inside the MH.   

• Sunday mornings may not be a good time  
 

4. Epilogues 

 

• Support for the idea of helping run/lead a monthly, all age epilogue probably on a Friday 
evening  

• YP often have lots of coursework to do, so Monday to Thursday evenings not good 

5. Links to Local and Area Meeting Structures 

• At this age there’s a lot of transition ( often moving away from home)  and rethinking of 
one’s own opinions and beliefs 

• Don’t feel they want to make a commitment to becoming a member at this point 
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• Don’t want to be asked to take on responsibilities within the LMs  

• Difficult to feel part of a LM, especially if living away. If the LM still sends notices of events 
etc then these may not be relevant, but similarly may not relate to or want to get lots of 
information from the AM/LM in the area to which they have moved 

• Don’t want to feel under pressure to connect to new LMs/AMs, particularly if going through 
a difficult transition moving to that area 

• Do appreciate that there are Quaker processes to support young Quakers when they move 
away from home e.g. home LM/AM overseers contacting the overseers in the LM/AM in the 
area they have moved to. It’s good to be given the contacts in the new areas, and good that 
the new LMs/AMs want to be welcoming, as long as it doesn’t feel like pressure.   

6. Reporting back to ECAM & Next Steps 

• Everyone happy to contribute ideas. 

• R happy to speak at AM 

• Gill to contact CYPC to find out whether they want to discuss this and when.  
GAv1 18.3.21 

Regional Gathering Report 27Th March 2021 –for EC Area Meeting 09.05.2021 

The Regional Gathering took place over Zoom on the morning of  27Th March 2021. It was 

attended by 75 participants, most people were from the North West of England and North 

Wales but there were others who joined us from further afield. The theme of this Gathering 

was “About time to be Quiet”, Taking place around the anniversary of the first covid 

lockdown, it additionally offered an opportunity to reflect on the experience of living through 

the pandemic over the previous 12 months.  

Following the opening Meeting for worship 3 Friends spoke personally of when “ Time to be 

Quiet” has been important for them in a particular situation. The group then split into smaller 

groups by going into breakout rooms and continued to share experiences of “quiet time”. 

Following the break at 11.00am Friends chose to join one of seven workshops which 

covered a wide range of topics*. 

At 12.15pm the whole group gathered together again for reflections and worship. Following 

the closure of the event an announcement was made by a member of Manchester and 

Warrington AM that they were intending to hold a Regional Gathering in autumn 2021, and 

there would be further announcements about this over the coming months. 

The organizers of the Gathering have received much positive feedback from participants. 

Frances McCann, on behalf of the AM organizing group, Andrew Backhouse, Frances 

McCann, Leneh Buckle, R M.      01.05.2021 

*Workshop topics: 

• Time and Social Media 

• A Reflective Exploration and Creative Encounter with Time 

• Time and eternity: a Quaker approach 

• Quakers in this Time 

• Being now  

• Family Time 

• Quaker and language over time. 
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                                 ECAM Wake Up – Black Lives Matter 

 

                         Online meeting for learning - 20th April 2021 

 

• Nearly 30 Friends attended this challenging and informative session, led by Unitarian Sue 

Cockerill. 

•  

• Sue described herself as neither an expert nor an academic, but an individual profoundly 

shaken by the levels of racism experienced by some members of British society and is 

committed to challenging this.  She shared something of her personal journey. 

•  

• Those of us who, like Sue, do not live with the daily reality of racism, but who still strive to 

do “what love requires”, must step out of our comfortable places.   

•  

• Privilege – class, wealth, education and skin colour, protects us and distances us from 

suffering.  The roar of Black Lives Matter last year has at last got our attention (I know this a 

sweeping statement), and it has, rightly, made us feel extremely uncomfortable.  White 

privilege?  Maintaining a racist system?  But surely we are the good guys – especially us 

Quakers.  This discomfort is crucial for growth.  Sue quoted Ruth King, an African-American 

Buddhist nun: “We grow wise when we become curious about the nature of our 

disturbances”. 

•  

• Talking, thinking and taking action about racism must start with listening – hearing the 

voices of ordinary British people who have experienced injustice in their everyday lives – 

whether at school, on the street, at work or in the arts.  Sue has been able to do this through 

the Faith Network for Manchester and it has been a powerful experience.  She has also 

listened to the voices of black staff in her workplace and created fairer systems e.g. making 

home working more accessible by increasing staff accountability (black staff felt it was ‘safer’ 

to work in the office where they could be seen, and that home working might lay them open 

to criticism or suspicion). 

•  

• Many black writers and thinkers had been important to Sue, and she especially 

recommended Layla Saad’s recent book ‘Me and White Supremacy’, which a number of 

Friends will know.  Layla’s challenge is to us individually – how do we ‘recognise (our) 

privilege, combat racism and change the world’?   

•  

• Sue reminded us that in 1833 the government pledged £20 million in order to compensate 

the owners of slaves for the loss of their “property” when slavery was abolished in Britain. 

This debt was finally cleared in 2015 – many of us have been servicing the loan through OUR 

taxes. How does that feel if you’re white?  How does that feel if you’re black?  No 

compensation has ever been paid to any enslaved peoples.   

•  

• In small groups we shared our responses to Sue’s talk and the session closed with a renewed 

commitment that we, as an Area Meeting, would continue our learning journey and look for 

practical steps we can take to build a fairer and more equal society. 

•  

• Sue Pounder, Marple Meeting 


